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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW

Background: The direction for the Eugene District Forest Genetics program includes maintenance of progeny test

sites for the continuation of long-term genetics research (Eugene District ROD/RMP - Appendix M Forest

Genetics (June 19 95)).

Four progeny test sites were established in the Eugene District during FY 1982 as part of the Lorane Tree

Improvement program.  These sites are part of a local and regional genetics program for tree improvement of

Doug las-fir.  The  progen y test sites  were e stablish ed on pr evious ly harve sted are as.  The  sites we re site

prepared, fenced, and planted with one year old seedlings from known pedigrees.  The trees were planted on a

square grid of 8 by 8 foot spacing and have had regular vegetation maintenance treatments to control competing

vegeta tion. The  environ menta l condition s on the s ite are m aintaine d as un iform as  possib le so the g enetic

differenc es betw een tree s are ex presse d and c an be m easure d.   Five, ten , fifteen and  twenty y ear me asurem ents

have been com pleted.  These sites were prun ed to 6 feet in 1994, and were thinned in 2000 .  The sites are

currently 22 years old.

The management of progeny test sites was reviewed by the Regional Ecosystem Office (REO) and the Research

Monitoring Committee in 1998.  The REO found that progeny test plantation activities are appropriate under the

resear ch exc eption, an d recom mend ed the ac tivities pro ceed a s plann ed. 

Proposed Action: The trees within 4 progeny test sites will be pruned with manual cutting.  The sites to be treated

are as follows:

 Name Location Acres Land Use Allocation

 Carpenter By Pass 20S 05W 27 14 CON                      

 Hawley Creek 19S 04W 33 15 GFMA

 Panther Creek 19S 05W 19 13 LSR

 Wagon Road 19S 06W 1 12 MMR

The Proposed Action is consistent with the Standards and Guidelines for Management of Habitat for Late-

Successional and Old Growth Forest Related Species Within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owl (April 1994),

and the E ugene  District R OD/R MP (J une 19 95). 

Decision:   The proposed action described above is approved to be carried out during calendar year 2003.

Rationa le:  The proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion as described in the Departmental Manual

(516 DM 6, Appendix 5 C(1)) and does not meet may of the exception criteria.  Appendix 5 C(1) states the

following: “Land cultivation and silvicultural activities (excluding herbicides) in forest tree nurseries, seed orchards,

and pro geny te st sites.”

Prepared by:  /s/ Richa rd P. Ke lly Date:    11/25/02

Tree Improvement Specialist

Reviewed by:  /s/ Rick C olvin Date:    12/18/02

Landscape Planner

Approved by:  /s/ Steven Calish Date:    12/18/02

Field Manager
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Exception Criteria Review Checklist

Proposed Action:   Tree pruning in four progeny test sites                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                               

Revie w the pro posed  action ag ainst ea ch of the 1 0 criteria lis ted below .  If the projec t meets  one or m ore of the c riteria, it

is an exception from categorical exclusion and MUST be analyzed in an EA or EIS.  To qualify as a Categorical Exclusion

the proposed action may not meet any of the criteria.  If the criterion does not apply, indicate "Not Applicable."  Any

mitigation measures (such as contract stipulations or terms and conditions on permits) necessary to ensure that the

proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion should be identified at the bottom of the page.

Exce ption Cr iteria Com ments

 1. Have significant adverse effects on public health or

safety

 No

 2. Have adverse effects on unique resources (i.e., parks,

recreation, refuge lands, wilderness areas, wild or

scenic  rivers, w etlands , flood plain s, etc.)

 No

 3. Have  highly c ontrove rsial env ironme ntal effects  No

 4. Have highly uncertain environmental effects or involve

unique or unknown environmental risks

 No

 5. Establish a precedent that could result in significant

impac ts

 No

 6. Be dire ctly relate d to other a ctions h aving c umula tively

significa nt effects

 No

 7. Have adverse effects on cultural or historical

resources

 No

 8. Have adverse effects on species listed or proposed as

threatened or endangered or have adverse effect on

designated critical habitat for these species.

 No

 9. Requ ire com pliance  with E.O . 11988 ( flood plain

management), E.O. 11990 (protection of wetlands), or

the Fish & Wildlife Coordination Act

 No

10. Threaten to violate Federal, State, Local or Native

American law or requirements imposed for the

protection of the environment

 No

Mitigation measures ne eded to qualify as CE:   W ildlife - Seasonal stipulations for Panther Creek and  Wagon R oad -  

no operations March  1 through August 5.  Aug ust 6 through February 28  operations can occur.

Revie wed B y:  /s/ Rick C olvin Date:    12/18/02

Above mitigation measures have been adopted and will be implemented.

Field Manager  /s/ Steven Calish Date:    12/18/02
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